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Graduation Highlights– On 
the cover 
 
The Joy of Working for  
Mid-Continent– Page 2 
 
Mid-Continent Athletics  
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New Faces– Page 3 
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ADVANTAGE Cohort Group 
Page 3 
 
Need Extra Classes– Page 4 
 
ONLINE Learning Tip 
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Our Graduates...Where Are 
They Now?--Page 5 
 
New Dean of Arts and  
Sciences– Page 6 
 
Attention Seniors– Page 6 
 
ADVANTAGE T-shirts  
Page 6 
 
Education Credits and  
Deductions– Page 7 
 
From the Desk of Jackie  
Imhoff– Page 8 

View Your Cohort Graduation Photos 
ONLINE at www.midcontinent.edu. 
Look under the NEWS! 

Based on results from the recent ADVANTAGE graduate survey– December 2007 
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By: Professor Faris Sahawneh 
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                  New ADVANTAGE  
           Cohort Group! 

Shawnee  
Community  College 

04 

Lori Arnold 
Corporate  

Development Rep- 
Bowling Green 

Madisonville 9 Student 

David McKenzie 
Financial  Aid  

Counselor 
Leigh Turner 

Registration Officer 

David Bailey 
Admissions Rep- 
Richmond, KY 

Teresa Proctor 
Corporate Develop-
ment Administrative 

Assistant 

Jessica Adams 
Financial Aid  

Counselor 
Paducah 24 Student 

Jennifer Lassiter 
Advising Assistant 

Mayfield 12 Student 

Brittainy Cansler 
Admissions Rep– 

Hopkinsville, Cadiz, 
Princeton 

 

If you need to update your 
email address  

Contact:  
llindsey@midcontinent.edu  
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Bardstown 1F 
General Biology and Lab         Thursday, 02-28-08 
Intro to Computer Apps      Thursday, 04-10-08 

Bowling Green 3F 
Business Math            Monday, 3-10-08 
General Psychology           Monday, 4-14-08 

Frankfort 1F  
General Biology and Lab        Tuesday, 02-26-08 
Intro to Computer Apps        Tuesday, 04-08-08 

Hopkinsville 2F 
English Comp I         Tuesday, 03-11-08 
Life of Christ          Tuesday, 04-29-08 

Lebanon 1F 
General Biology and Lab        Monday, 03-03-08 
Intro to Computer Apps        Monday, 04-14-08 

Louisville 6F 
Computer Apps I       Thursday, 02-21-08 
Applied English       Thursday, 03-27-08 

Louisville 7F 
Music Appreciation         Tuesday, 02-26-08 
General Biology and Lab        Tuesday, 04-01-08 

Mayfield 5F 
Principles of Accounting I        Tuesday, 02-26-08 
Personnel Supervision         Tuesday, 04-01-08 

Mayfield 6F 
Applied English         Monday, 03-10-08 
Foundational Issues of Life        Monday, 04-21-08 

Morganfield 3F 
Applied English         Monday, 03-10-08 
Music Appreciation         Monday, 04-21-08 

Owensboro 1F 
General Psychology         Monday, 02-25-08 
Music Appreciation         Monday, 04-07-08  

Paducah 5F 
U.S. History to 1877         Tuesday, 03-04-08 
Principles of Micro Economics     Tuesday, 04-15-08 

Paducah 6F 
Business Math          Monday, 02-18-08 
Principles of Speech         Monday, 03-24-08 

Paducah 7F 
English Comp I       Thursday, 03-13-08 
Life of Christ        Thursday, 05-01-08 

Princeton 2F 
US History to 1877           Monday, 3-17-08 
Music Appreciation           Monday, 4-28-08 

 

 

     
March 

      Employee for High Performance        3-17-08 
      (HR Minor/Elective) 
      Marriage and Family         3-17-08 
      (Psychology Minor/Social Science/Elective) 
      Music Appreciation               3-17-08 
      (Humanities/Elective) 
      English Comp II          3-17-08 
      (English) 

April  
      Intro to Human Communication        4-21-08 
      (Speech) 
      Modern World Religion           4-21-08 
      (Humanities/Christian Studies/CS Minor) 
       Financial Accounting         4-21-08 
       (Elective) 

May 
       Biology           5-26-08 
       (Science) 
       General Psychology         5-26-08 
       (Social Science/SS or PSY Minor) 
       Child Psychology          5-26-08 
       (Social Science/PSY Minor) 

Need Extra Classes? 

ONLINE COURSES 

Russellville 4F 
Business Math        Thursday, 02-21-08 
Music Appreciation       Thursday, 04-03-08 

Shepherdsville 1F 
U.S. History to 1877         Monday, 02-18-08 
Life of Christ          Monday, 03-24-08 

www.kyvl.org 
 

User Name: aikcu 
Password:  duncan13 
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1.  Log on to the OLC website      
     www.online.midcontinent.edu 
2.  Click on the word 'Messages' in the 

message box to the right. 
3.  Click on the 'Settings' tab in the new 

window that opened up. 
4.  Click the box beside 'Version with 

Frames and Java Script' and it will put a 
checkmark in the box for you. 

5.  Click the 'Save Settings' button at the    
bottom. 

6.  Click on the 'Search' tab at the top. 

 
 
 
 
 

7.  Enter a person's name (either first or 
last) and click search. 

8.  Click on the person's name that you 
wish to contact and a message window 
will appear. 

9.  Enter and send your message. 

Judy Hughes 
SCC01 

December 2007 Graduate 

 

 I had always wanted to go back to college to finish my degree.  I got married and had a 
family early in life, and I didn't get to finish college.  Now, I am divorced and all of my children 
are grown and have moved out, so that left me home alone. One of my sisters heard about the  
ADVANTAGE Program at Mid-Continent University in Mayfield, Kentucky.  She said she was 
going to enroll.  I thought, this is the perfect opportunity for me to go back to school. I'll have 
someone to study with and help me if I need help.  My sister gave me the number of the admis-
sions representative, and I contacted her. 
  The admissions representative was so helpful--she agreed to meet me at a place that was 
convenient for me so she could give me more information.  I was so impressed with the overview 
of the program that we started the enrollment process during that first meeting.  I was especially 
impressed by having to attend class only one night out of the week and by taking one course at a 
time.  This is wonderful, I thought, surely I can make it through one class at a time. 
  My cohort group was great; they were just that, my cohorts.  It was very unique for a 
college to be concerned with the total development of an individual, but Mid-Continent is a Chris-
tian-based college so there was always someone praying that we’d make it. 
 I accepted a detail assignment to the Chicago Postal Facility when I had eight months left 
to finish my degree.  I didn't want to put my degree on hold any longer.  I was too close to give 
up.  I thought about taking ONLINE courses, but you have to have extra discipline or motivation 
to be self-taught, and I would have not had the interaction of my cohort instructors and classmates 
encouraging me to make it.  So, I would ride the train from Chicago to class on Tuesday night, 
and about 3:00 a.m. Wednesday, I would catch the train back to Chicago so that I could be at 
work on Wednesday morning.  Just when I thought I couldn’t ride that train even one more time, 
someone in my cohort group would speak words of encouragement that kept me going. 
  I am currently on a detail assignment at the Marion, Illinois Post Office, and I feel the 
education I received at Mid-Continent helps me to deal with my employees more effectively.  Not 
only did I receive education from Mid-Continent, I also gained wisdom, which you don't get at 
every college. 
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If you are interested in ordering ADVANTAGE t-
shirts, please contact your class representative.  We 
have long sleeve ($10) and short sleeve ($5) shirts 
available.   Sizes range from small to 2XL.  We no 
longer have small or medium long sleeve shirts 
available. These shirts are 100% COTTON! All or-
ders should be mailed to Amanda Watson-Smiles 
at MCU ADVANTAGE   99 Powell Road East, 
Mayfield, KY 42066.  Give Amanda or Teresa a 
call with questions at ext. 615 

Pictured:  ADVANTAGE Staff Super Models  
Liz Lindsey, Aaron Ross, and Teresa Proctor 
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 MAYFIELD, KY - Mid-Continent University would like to 
announce Dr. Jamie Summerville as the Dean of Arts and Sciences.  
Dr. Summerville began working at Mid-Continent in the fall of 2001 
as a Math Professor. 
 Dr. Summerville earned a Bachelor of Science and a Master 

of Science degree in Mathematics from Murray State University.  In 1997, he earned a PhD in 
mathematics from the University of Mississippi.  Along with Mid-Continent, Dr. Summerville 
has also taught at Morehead State University and Tennessee Tech University. 
 Dr. Summerville is married to Debra Summerville, and they have three sons and three 
daughters.  They reside in Wingo, Kentucky, where they also are members of Little Bethel  
Baptist Church. 
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IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN ATTENDING OR WOULD LIKE FURTHER  
INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT ROCKY STINSON IN CAREER SERVIC ES 
AT EXT. 244.  YOU MUST BE REGISTERED THROUGH MCU TO ATTEND.  
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Inclement Weather:   
 
 
 
 

Please refer to the 
www.midcontinent.edu  
homepage.  Cancella-
tions are cohort-
specific and will be posted 
immediately once a decision 
is made.    

 
 
The Internal Revenue Service provides both tax credits and deductions that may be taken to reduce the federal income tax burden for students 
or those paying the costs of a student’s higher education. Briefly, credits directly reduce the amount of income tax owed, while deductions 
reduce the amount of taxable income upon which income taxes are computed.  The preceding information and that which follows 
is for general information only, and does not constitute tax advice. Because income tax rules are complicated, it may be 
helpful to consult with the IRS directly or with a tax advisor.   
 

Who Is Eligible For The Education Tax Credits-  The full value of both the Hope Tax and the 
Lifetime Learning Credit education tax credits is avail- able to married taxpayers filing jointly 
with a modified adjusted gross income (MAGI) of $114,000 or less and to single taxpayers 
with a MAGI of $57,000 or less for calendar year 2007.  
 

Taxpayers with a low tax liability may not be able to take all the credits, as the credits are nonrefundable, thus limited to 
taxpayers' total federal income tax obligation. Tax liability is the total amount of tax due, including both the balance due with the filing 
of the tax return and amounts paid throughout the year such as those from wage withholding and estimated tax payments.  
 
  Lifetime Learning Credit Hope Credit 

Up to $2,000 credit per return Up to $1,650 credit per eligible student  

Available for all years of postsecondary educa-
tion and for courses to acquire or improve job 
skills 

Available ONLY  until the first 2 years of 
post-secondary education are completed 

Available for an unlimited number of years Available ONLY  for 2 years per eligible stu-
dent 

Student does not need to be pursuing a degree 
or other recognized educational credential 

Student must be pursuing an undergraduate 
degree or other recognized education creden-
tial 

Available for one or more courses Student must be enrolled at least half time for 
at least one academic period beginning during 
the year 

Felony drug conviction rule does not apply No felony drug conviction on student's record 

It’s time to complete your 2008-09 FAFSA.  The deadline 
for priority consideration for state grants is March 15, 2008.  
State grants are awarded on a first-come first-serve basis.  
These funds DO run out early.  Go ONLINE to 
www.fafsa.ed.gov to complete your 2008-09 application. 

Mid-Continent’s 
School Code- 
 025762 
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�� uring the first week of February, I had the opportunity to attend an Adult Learner Conference in 
Lexington.  Representatives from all community colleges and public universities attended, as did 
many of the Kentucky non-profit SACS accredited private universities (which is Mid-Continent 
University’s classification).  As panelists revealed educational statistical information related to  

Kentucky’s adults and discussed ways to reach out with educational programs to the adult population, it was 
satisfying to note that we were a step ahead.  In other words, “Mid-Continent was serving adults before serving 
adults was cool”.  As our students have earned their degrees, they have frequently shared that they could not 
have achieved that milestone if it was not for the ADVANTAGE Program.  Although your Mid-Continent fac-
ulty and staff are not always perfect, I can assure you that you have a sizable team that is committed to helping 
you achieve your goals.  Our reward comes in the satisfaction of seeing you succeed, so be sure you share your 
success stories with us, even years down the road. 
 
I was recently reading an article on the Yahoo! Finance website regarding the struggling economy and the  
political rhetoric about creating jobs.  A famous economist, Charles Wheelan, wrote, “Other than during the 
depths of the Great Depression, the government doesn’t ‘create jobs.’  Instead, a sensible government should 
help to create a skilled workforce and a decent business climate.  If it does that, the jobs will take care of  
themselves.” 
 

Recent data from the Department of Labor regarding the unemployment  
rate is: 
 8.2% rate for high school drop outs. 

4.7% rate for high school graduates with no college. 
3.7% rate for workers with an Associate’s degree or some college. 
2 % rate for workers with a Bachelor’s degree and higher. 

See the pattern? 
 
Dr. Wheelan went on to point out: 

“There is a plateau in the proportion of Americans getting a college 
degree.  The economic benefits of a college degree are huge and 
growing, but the proportion of American high school graduates 
who enroll in college has stalled since the early 90’s.  Other  
countries around the globe are narrowing the income gap with the 
United States in large part because they’re sending an increasing 
proportion of their young people to college and we’re not.  So, 
here’s my challenge to anyone who wants to be president, or  
governor, or mayor:  You show me the skills, and I’ll show you the 
jobs.” 

Mid-Continent University is doing our part to change the plateau effect cited by Dr. Wheelan. You may or may 
not agree with his conclusions about the economy, but it would not be necessary for you to have already taken the 
statistics class to recognize the strength of the unemployment statistics as it relates to education.  Pursuing your 
degree is definitely putting your eggs in the right “employment” basket.  We are proud to be on this journey with 
you towards personal, professional, and spiritual growth. 

Vice President for Adult Programs 


